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Vidya Resmi CV
Agricultural Officer, HO

OYSTER MUSHROOM
CULTIVATION

arming in Kerala is characterized by small, marginal and fragmented

landholdings and is highly depended on monsoon showers. In the
present scenario, major challenges and issues in agriculture are the
occurrence of flood, drought, high cost and meager availability of
quality seeds, fertilizers, lack of marketing facilities, low storage and
processing facilities etc. Hence farmers cannot remain solely dependent
on agriculture for their livelihood, and if crop fails, there should be a
source of subsidiary income for farmers. Such a remuneration option is
mushroom cultivation that does not evolve the capital land and it can be
quickly done by any farmer in rural and urban setting. Mushroom being
an indoor crop provides vast opportunities for empowering rural and
urban women through cultivation, production of value-added products
and marketing. Mushrooms have been used throughout the world both
as food and medicine for thousands of years. They are rich source of
nutrition and form a major chunk of health foods. The climate of Kerala
supports cultivation of mushroom. The main advantage of mushroom
is that it does not require soil for growth. It can be cultivated from bio-
wastes. The availability of agricultural waste and weather conditions in
the State are suited for mushroom cultivation.



Oyster Mushrooms

Mushrooms are basically fungal
organisms. Oyster mushroom
(Pleurotus  species)  popularly
known as " chippykoon’ in Kerala
grows naturally on temperate
and tropical forests on dead and
decaying wooden logs or on dying
trunks or on decaying organic
matter. The fruit bodies of this
mushroom is distinctly spatula
or shell shaped and hence the
name oyster mushroom. Oyster
mushrooms are the cheapest and
easiest to grow among all the
cultivated edible mushrooms. The
crop has got a number of varieties
varying in shape, colour, texture
and aroma which can be cultivated
throughout the year under varied
agro-climatic conditions.  About
5 -6 crops can be taken on a year
as the total cropping period is 60
days.

Oyster mushrooms can be grown
at moderate temperature ranging
from 20 degree Celsius to 30
degree Celsius and humidity 55 to
70 percent. It can also be cultivated
in summer months by providing
the extra humidity required for its
growth. In hilly areas above 900
metres (mean sea level), the best
growing season is during March/
April to September/October and
the lower regions from September/
October to March/April.

Cultivation Technique

The  procedure  for  oyster
mushroom cultivation can be
divided into mainly four steps:

1.Spawn procurement

Fresh Spawn or mushroom seed is
needed for inoculation or sterilised
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substrate. Spawn can be purchased
from reliable mushroom centres,
KVKs, Agricultural Universities etc.

2 Substrate preparation

Paddy straw is the most
commonly used substrate for
oyster mushroom. Paddy straw
must be prepared for spawning
using different methods. Hot water
treatment is suitable for a small
farm. The straw strength should be
approximately 5 to 10 cm (2 to 4
inches), soak in potable water for 5
hours and then on boiled water for
one hour. Then drain water and air
dry to 65per cent moisture.

3.Spawning of substrate or
preparation of bag

Use 60 x 30 cm poly propylene
bags (both sides open). Keep
bed moist by periodical spraying
of water. Tie one end of bag. Put
handful of cooked straw in bag to
5 ¢m height and sprinkle spawn
layer straw to a height of 25 cm.
Sprinkle spawn (about 25 g).
Repeat the process to get four
layers of spawn and five layers
of straw. Tie mouths and arrange
beds on tiers in spawn running
room. After 15 to 25 days, cut
open and remove bag and transfer
the bed to cropping room.

4.Harvest

Pinheads appear within 3 to 5 days
of opening of beds and mature
in three days. Harvest matured
mushrooms. We can expect three
or more crops, each taking around
a week or so to mature.

More than 500 kg of fresh
mushrooms per ton of straw
can be obtained in case of crop
produced in 45 to 60 days.

Fresh mushrooms are packed in
perforated polythene bags and they
can be stored at low temperature
(0 to 5 degree Celsius) for one to
two weeks without loss in quality.
They can be stored for up to 40
hours without refrigation.

For a small scale mushroom unit
with annual production of 400 kg,
a 300 square feet growing room is
sufficient. The cost components
for such a unit will come up to
around Rs.49,790/- (including
land development).

The Government of India under
RKVY scheme provides financial
assistance  for small scale
mushroom units, hi-tech units,
value addition units and small scale
mushroom  spawn production
units. Financial assistance for
mushroom cultivation would be
provided at 40 per cent of total cost
of Rs 28,125/- per unit with a limit
of Rs 11,250/- for establishment
of 80 to 100 beds per cycle with
a yield of 400 to 500 kilogram
mushrooms per year. Kerala
Agricultural University and Krishi
Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) are giving
full training about the cultivation of
mushroom and related business.
They also produce good quality
spawn and make it available to
farmers.

17



18

ARIMINOD) 20.48 GISILAS

(a1 QD

smﬂ@@@mﬂ@ @IV,
80s  EPOIRIUMOBIMIW]
avorelSlafla] QNY cA8WIG BG3
3laiavo  20.48 GBSl (BalQes
MVo0oBdh eTlel\o)} @RAIR1 )"
GHOB  MNINH:. GMIBHH QgMYo
BHOB NIEE0 TVoQSMAIW] el
0o MUWEMVE SMOM  a00s31@3
avorelSlafla] @IVl QDQER
g0lensem’ KRlelwloel  (@Jaavl
HURBHHIW] 20.48 @S] (@BalQeS
AN GRMAM] ol@®@o OOGHRIO]
Q. @MIBHH QS HoMlawag’

09I’ ©alA2IMB Ul afl. Uyl
QIR HMB GO8 2BPLINSMo BlQ.
GHOB MNIIEH BOMAVATT Voo
@, AVIMY af)EJaOlo BRELYHHUG)
Qla0ls). @GRYBY QI0Q BRMAGal@o
DElqj00 MVOAVE 621QM U.
0=Ini” HEsel afllmeemo 9alQ.
GHOSB  6NING;  GNIDABW  dan”
2EMXHA0Y @ooo Wl all.aj
20mQ@, GMIAHH QS avl. @.s
W, O, 00@1@%08 mm»el,
HOeMaVIeId  Wl.  afl.ag)avag)
oM@, AVBANUE ATVAOBHE6M

QMY &21WEMIM UY. B.0Va0
GBAIMG a)MIAUAB AleEHIOD. @JAID
MU MoH MSOMO0 6 21QdH1S
Qo@Mo  B3IBaH]d:r-HIBaH1HIM
MINW CRAILIRHSejo TVooE6E13UI
@RYQoE1HBM@IMNMBS QWY HBI6M”
GMOAHH QS QEAUM  GHOY
aNI08;" @PAVAIBIHBAN® . AIIQYH U3
#9 Qan’ VOMIMo QOO aleflud
avanitvlawloe  alomoaiwl  gam”
LldHo QIOO B}0allg@d avenitvl
AwWl@aoem’ LIBYAIB:dh.

(@JaVU]l MVooRHABHIW] EMIBHH QSMYo EHASB MVoMLNIM MVa0:EM NIdEEo ChIY1EHnIS” OlRlwao
MoQAMAOW] MVorelSlafla] ARYD GO EHOB MK WWORA UY1.H EGRUY” MIdMY DEPELINSMo 6.21QaN.
Q1YY ca8WIG3 203 Mo0oREBUIHNIW] 18.22 GdhIS] (BAlWHS Q1YY GRADAM] MD3H;]

8HE8 IS, cgesdlad 2023



Sheeja J

Manager
GBT Department, H.O.

8508 6NI%S; cgssdal 2023

THE DEPOSITOR EDUCATION
AND AWARENESS FUND
SCHEME-2014

R B |established Depositor Education and Awareness Fund (DEAFund)

under Section 26 A of BR Act 1949, under which the amount to the
credit of any account in India with any Bank which has not been operated
upon for a period of 10 years, or any deposit or any amount remain
unclaimed for more than 10 years shall be credited to the Fund, within a
period of three months from the expiry of the said period of 10 years. The
bank would be liable to pay the amount to the depositor/claimant and claim
refund of such amount transferred to the fund in respect of such deposits
along with interest payable, if any, from the Fund.

DEAF shall be utilised for promotion of depositors’ interest and for such
other purposes considered necessary for the promotion of depositors’
interests as specified by RBI from time to time. However, the provisions of
Section 26 A do not prevent a depositor from claiming his/her deposit or
operating his/her account or deposit after the period of ten years and the
banking company should pay the deposit amount and claim refund of such
amount from DEAF.

It is advised that the amount due should be transferred to the DEAF fund
on last working day of the month before closing of banking hours and the
detailed break-up, number of accounts and amount ie, interest bearing or
non-interest bearing deposits and to be submitted in Form No.l format to
the Reserve Bank of India by 15th of succeeding month. With a view to
further streamlining the operation of the DEAFund, the RBI has developed
a separate dedicated module named DEAFund services under its E-Kuber
portal.

The bank shall furnish returns to RBI in the form and manner prescribed
in Form Il. Monthly return claiming refund from DEAFund to be submitted
online on or before 10th of the succeeding month to which the claim

19



20

pertains and original hard copy duly signed by Board approved authorized
signatories and audited by concurrent auditor to be submitted by 25" of
the succeeding month to which the claim pertains.

In case of demand from customer/ depositor whose unclaimed amount
has been transferred to fund bank shall repay the customer along with
interest. The details of the refund made by a bank in each calendar month
should be furnished in Form Ill by 15th of subsequent month.

While settling claim there will not be any provision to re-open the closed
accounts or renew the deposits. Branches have to get the latest KYC
documents and request letter from the customer for claim and ensure
genuineness of the same. The branches have to take adequate operational
safeguards to ensure that claimants are genuine.

The interest payable, if any, from the Fund on a claim shall accrue only
from the date on which the balance in an account was transferred to the
Fund. Rate of interest, if any, payable on the principal and transferred to
the Fund shall be specified by RBI from time to time. The settlement of
all claims received by the banks on or after 11.05.2021 will be at 3 per
cent simple interest.

As per RBI directive, the amount transferred to the Fund has to be shown in
the books of the Bank as contingent liability. Bank shall preserve records
containing details of accounts and amount transferred to DEAFund. Bank
also preserves records of the claims made by the customer and payment
made by the customers thereon by claiming reimbursement from RBI.
Bank shall preserve records in respect of such accounts for a period of
at least five years from the date of refund from the Fund.

As per RBI directive, the amount transferred to the Fund has to be
shown in the books of the Bank as a contingent liability. Submission
of reconciliation certified in Form IIl. This certificate must reach RBI in
original not later than July 31st and January 31st respectively. The Bank
shall submit the annual certificate to RBI within one month from the date
of completion of the bank statutory audit or latest by September 30 of the
subsequent financial year which the annual certificate is obtained.

The DEAF Scheme provides the options for depositor to reclaim the
amount, even after it has been transferred to DEAF. The depositors
can check the details of the inoperative accounts/ unclaimed amount
transferred to the DEAF on the website of the respective banks. The list
so displayed on the website must contain only the names of the account
holders of his/her address in respect of unclaimed deposits.
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Kerala State Co-operative Bank
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