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 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 29 16 SNY
Colombo 29 24 LC
Dhaka 32 27 SNY
Dubai 39 31 SNY
Houston 31 23 SNY
Istanbul 29 17 SNY
London 24 13 LC

Los Angeles 26 17 LC
Melbourne 25 12 HR
Moscow 21 8 HR
New York 26 16 LC
Singapore 32 27 SNY
Toronto 19 11 LC
Washington 27 14 SNY

SIX
barbers from Punjab in Pakistan’s Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa were killed by unidentified militants

Russian hypersonic 
missiles vs Patriot in 
Ukraine war theatre
KYIV

UKRAINE’S two largest cities 
came under attack Tuesday 
from Russian missiles that 
killed at least five people and 
injured almost 100.

Four civilians were killed 
and 92 injured in Kyiv, Ukraine 
President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy said, as Kinzhal missiles 
that can fly at 10 times the speed 
of  sound bore down 
on the city. Another 
person was killed in 
Kharkiv, officials said 
on Tuesday.

Kh-47M2 Kinzhal is 
an air-launched hy-
personic ballistic mis-
sile. Russian forces 
rarely use such expen-
sive missiles against 
Ukraine, due to their 
limited stocks.

Ukrainian Com-
mander-in-Chief  Gen. 
Valerii  Zaluzhnyi 
claimed air defences shot down 
all 10 of  the hypersonic mis-
siles, out of  about 100 of  vari-
ous types that were launched.

“Today, the Ukrainian air 
force downed 10 out of  10 Rus-
sian ‘Kinzhal’... aeroballistic 
missiles with the help of  the 
Patriot AD system,” Zaluzhny 
said on social media. “This is a 
record. If  the missiles hit their 
targets, the consequences 

would be catastrophic.”
Russia fired almost 100 mis-

siles of  various types in the at-
tacks, Zelenskyy said on X. He 
claimed at least 70 were shot 
down, almost all of  them in the 
Kyiv area, noting that Western-
supplied air defence systems 
such as Patriots and NASAMS 
had saved hundreds of  lives.

Russia’s Defence Ministry 
said it had launched missile 

and drone strikes on 
military industrial fa-
cilities in and around 
Kyiv. Depots storing 
missiles and muni-
tions supplied by the 
West also were target-
ed, it said. “The goal 
of  the strike has been 
achieved, all the tar-
gets have been hit,” it 
said without any fur-
ther elaboration.

More than 100 survi-
vors gathered at a 
school set up as a tem-

porary shelter.
The attacks created a deso-

late morning scene in Kyiv, 
with most cafes and restau-
rants remaining closed. Many 
people opted to stay indoors or 
seek refuge in shelters as pow-
erful blasts shook the city from 
early morning. Air raid sirens 
blared for nearly four hours, 
and the city’s subway stations
were crowded. Agencies

Rescuers work at a site of a destroyed apartment building after a Russian attack in 
Kyiv, Ukraine on Tuesday |  AP

They (Russia) say 
they’re hitting 

military targets, 
but they’re hitting 
people, killing our 

children and our 
loved ones

Iryna Dzyhil, 55-year-
old resident of Kyiv, 

Ukraine

Earthquake leaves 55 dead, 
officials warn of more quakes 
WAJIMA

A series of  powerful earth-
quakes that hit western Japan 
have left at least 55 people 
dead and damaged thousands 
of  buildings, vehicles and 
boats. Officials warned on 
Tuesday that more quakes 
could lie ahead. Aftershocks 
continued to shake Ishikawa 
prefecture and nearby areas a 
day after a magnitude 7.6 tem-
blor slammed the area.

Damage was so great that it 
could not immediately be as-
sessed. Japanese media re-
ports said tens of  thousands 
of  homes were destroyed.

Government spokesperson 
Yoshimasa Hayashi said 17 
people were seriously injured 
and gave a slightly lower 
death toll, saying he was 
aware of  prefecture’s tally.

Water, power and cell phone 
service were still down in 
some areas. Residents ex-
pressed sorrow about their 
uncertain futures.

Japanese media’s aerial 

footage showed widespread 
damage in the hardest-hit 
spots, with landslides burying 
roads, boats tossed in the wa-
ters and a fire that had turned 
an entire section of  Wajima 
city to ashes.

Japan’s military dispatched 
1,000 soldiers to the disaster 
zones to join rescue efforts, 
Prime Minister Fumio Kish-
ida said on Tuesday.  AP

Recounting horror, passengers say it was hell
People aboard Japan Airlines escaped burning aircraft using emergency slides, were asked to remain calm 

TOKYO

THE passengers and the crew 
aboard Japan Airlines (JAL)  
plane escaped the burning air-
craf t  using  emerg ency 
slides,with passengers on JAL 
fearing for their lives. 

Uchida, a passenger in her 
40s, was sitting in a window 
seat on the right side of  the 
plane near the wing.

She said that when the plane 
landed, it made a loud noise, 
but she didn’t realise there 
had been a collision, initially 
thinking they had landed safe-
ly. But after looking out the 
window, she saw flames near 
the wing. “I thought it was 
over,” she said. “I thought I 
was about to die,” she was 
quoted by The Japan Times.

Uchida said passengers 
were told to remain calm by 
the cabin crew and that it took 
a couple of  minutes before the 
plane doors opened, allowing 
everyone to evacuate.

After exiting from the burn-
ing aircraft, Uchida said pas-
sengers were counted in an 
area away from the plane. 
They were asked to hold hands 
in groups of  ten and to sit 
down and wait.

Swede Anton Deibe, 17, a 

passenger on the JAL plane, 
told Aftonbladet that “the en-
tire cabin was filled with 
smoke within a few minutes. 
We threw ourselves down on 
the floor. Then the emergency 
doors were opened and we 
threw ourselves at them.

“The smoke in the cabin 
stung like hell...We have no 
idea where we are going so we 
just run out into the field. It 
was chaos,” Deibe added.

Another passenger told 
NHK that cabin attendants 
were calm and told everyone 
to leave their baggage behind, 
then all lights went off  and the 
temperature inside the cabin 

started rising. The passenger 
said she was afraid she might 
not get off  the plane alive.

The cabin crew of  the Japan 
Airlines aircraft that collided 
with another plane and burst 
into flames at Tokyo’s Haneda 
Airport did an “incredible 
job” by quickly evacuating all 
367 passengers, an expert said 
Tuesday, highlighting the im-
portance of  training.

Prof  Graham Braithwaite, 
director of  transport systems 
at Cranfield University in the 
UK, praised efforts made by 
the cabin crew as well as the 
pilots onboard the Japanese 
Airlines  flight. Agencies

Firefighters near the part of the burnt Japanese Coast Guard aircraft on the 
runway of Haneda airport on Tuesday |  AP

People walk past collapsed buildings 
following an earthquake in Wajima in 
Japan on Tuesday |  AP

ANKARA

TURKISH authorities have detained 33 people 
suspected of  spying for Israel, media reported on 
Tuesday. Authorities were still searching for 13 
others believed to have links to Israel’s Mossad 
security service, the Anadolu Agency reported.

Interior Minister Ali Yerlikaya said the sus-
pects were rounded up in raids across Istanbul 
and seven other provinces. The suspects were de-
tained in raids in Istanbul and seven other prov-
inces for allegedly planning to carry out activi-
ties that included “reconnaissance” and 
“pursuing, assaulting and kidnapping” foreign 
nationals living in Turkey.

The suspects were allegedly recruited to spy on 
Palestinians residing in Turkey as well as Israeli 
activists opposed to their government, Anadolu 
reported.  Agencies

Turkey detains 33 
accused of spying for 
Israel’s Mossad

HONG KONG

PROMINENT activist and publisher Jimmy Lai 
on Tuesday pleaded not guilty to three charges of  
sedition and collusion with foreign countries in 
a landmark national security trial in Hong Kong. 
Lai, 76, faces one count  of  conspiring to print 
seditious publications to incite hatred against the 
Chinese and Hong Kong governments, as well as 
two counts of  collusion with foreign countries to 
call  for sanctions and other hostile actions 
against China and Hong Kong.

Lai formally pleaded not guilty to the charges 
read to him, shortly after the court rejected a last-
ditch attempt by his counsel to throw out a sedi-
tion charge against him. The court began hearing 
opening statements from the prosecution on 
Tuesday. Prosecutor Anthony Chau in his open-
ing statements described Lai as a “radical politi-
cal figure” and the “mastermind” behind a con-
spiracy. Chau also said that Lai had used his 
media platform to advance his political agenda.

His prosecution has drawn criticism from the 
US and the United Kingdom.  AP

Tycoon Jimmy Lai 
pleads not guilty in 
national security trial

E X P R E S S  R E A D

2259 evacuated  
amid volcanic 
eruptions     
iNDONESIA: More than 
2,000 residents have been 
evacuated amid volcanic 
activities in a volcano in 
eastern Indonesia, a local 
official said on Tuesday. 
Mount Lewotobi Laki-Laki 
in East Nusa Tenggara 
province erupted on 
Monday and spewed 
volcanic ash 1.5 km above 
its peak. Volcanic ashes 
have affected two sub-
districts near Lewotobi 
Laki-Laki mountain, 
Benediktus Bolibapa Herin, 
an official for East Flores 
district, told AFP on 
Tuesday. “There are 1,931 
evacuees in the 
Wulanggitang (sub-
district), and 328 evacuees 
in the Ile Bura (sub-
district),” Herin said.


