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5 killed 
as illegal gold mine collapses  
in northern Kenya

 LR:  Light Rain  WI: Windy  HR:  Heavy Rain   SN: Snow 
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 33 19 SNY
Colombo 31 36 HR
Dhaka 38 28 SNY
Dubai 30 26 SNY
Houston 33 23 LR
Istanbul 23 14 LC
London 21 11 LR

Los Angeles 21 13 SNY
Melbourne 15 11 LC
Moscow 19 6 LC
New York 20 14 SNY
Singapore 31 27 LR
Toronto 18 13 SNY
Washington 18 14 SNY
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ISRAELI air strikes and artil-
lery pounded Rafah on Satur-
day, as the government dis-
missed a UN top court’s order 
to immediately halt its military 
offensive in the Gazan city.

At the same time, renewed 
international efforts were un-
derway aimed at securing a 
ceasefire in the war sparked by 
Palestinian militant group Ha-
mas’s unprecedented October 7 
attack on Israel.

An Israeli official said on Sat-
urday the government had an 
“intention” to restart stalled 
negotiations “this week”.

In a case brought by South 
Africa alleging the Israeli mili-
tary operation amounts to 
“genocide”, the International 
Court of  Justice ordered Israel 
to halt its Rafah offensive and 
demanded the immediate re-
lease of  hostages still held by 
Palestinian militants.

The ICJ, whose orders are le-
gally binding but lack direct en-
forcement mechanisms, also 
instructed Israel to keep open 
the Rafah crossing between 
Egypt and Gaza, which Israeli 
troops took over earlier this 
month, effectively shutting it.

Israel gave no indication it 
was preparing to change course 
in Rafah, insisting the court 
had got it wrong.

The ruling said Israel must 
“immediately halt its military 
offensive, and any other action 
in the Rafah Governorate, 
which may inflict on the Pales-
tinian group in Gaza condi-
tions of  life that could bring 
about its physical destruction 
in whole or in part”.

But National Security Advis-
er Tzachi Hanegbi, in a joint 

statement with the foreign min-
istry, said “Israel has not and 
will not carry out military op-
erations in the Rafah area that 
create living conditions that 
could cause the destruction of  
the Palestinian civilian popula-

tion, in whole or in part.”
Hamas, the Iran-backed Is-

lamist group that has ruled 
Gaza since 2007, welcomed the
ICJ ruling on Rafah but criti-
cised its decision to exclude the 
rest of  the Palestinian territo-

ry from the order.
An Israeli official said Satur-

day the government intended 
to renew talks for a Gaza hos-
tage release deal in coming 
days, after a meeting with me-
diators in Paris.

Israel strikes Rafah day after top 
UN court orders it to halt offensive
Israeli official says govt intends to renew talks for Gaza hostage release deal next week 
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Israeli strike kills 2 
Hezbollah fighters
An Israeli drone strike in central 
Syria killed two fighters from 
Lebanon’s Iran-backed 
Hezbollah movement on 
Saturday, a war monitor said. 
“An Israeli drone fired two 
missiles at a Hezbollah car and 
truck near the town of Qusayr in 
Homs province, as they were on 
their way to Al-Dabaa military 
airport, killing at least two 
Hezbollah fighters,” said Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights

Italy to fund UN agency 
for Palestinian refugees
Rome: Italian Foreign Minister 
Antonio Tajani announced on 
Saturday that Rome would 
resume funding for the United 
Nations agency for Palestinian 
refugees, at a meeting with 
Palestinian Prime Minister 
Mohammed Mustafa. “Italy has 
decided to resume financing 
specific projects intended for 
assistance to Palestinian refugees 
but only after rigorous controls 
that guarantee that not even a 
penny risks ending up supporting 
terrorism,” he said. The remaining 
30 million euros will be allocated 
to Italy’s “Food for Gaza” initiative

Spain demands Israel 
comply with ICJ order
Madrid: The Spanish government 
demanded on Saturday that 
Israel comply with an order by the 
top UN court to immediately stop 
its bombardment and ground 
assault on the Gazan city of 
Rafah. It stressed that the ruling 
on Friday by the International 
Court of Justice was legally 
binding. “The precautionary 
measures set out by the ICJ, 
including that Israel should cease 
its military offensive in Rafah, are 
compulsory. Israel must comply 
with them,” Foreign Minister Jose 
Manuel Albares wrote on X. “The 
same goes for a ceasefire, the 
release of the hostages and 
access for humanitarian aid” 

Palestinians search for survivors at the site of an Israeli  strike on the Al-Daraj 
neighbourhood in Gaza City |  AFP
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TURBULENCE 
ON SIA FLIGHT 
LASTED 62 SECS  
The Singapore Airlines 
(SIA) Flight SQ321 that 
was rocked by severe 
turbulence on Tuesday 
climbed and descended 
rapidly twice in 62 
seconds, stunning the 
passengers with one dying 
of heart attack, as the 
aircraft flew over the 
Irrawaddy Delta region of 
Myanmar, it emerged on 
Saturday. One passenger 
— 73-year-old Briton 
Geoffrey Kitchen —died, 
and dozens of people 
were injured in the 
incident. Granular flight 
data from flight tracking 
website Flightradar24 
shows that the Boeing 
777-300ER climbed and 
descended rapidly twice in 
62 second 

COURT TO HEAR 
CASE AGAINST   
PM THAVISIN
Thailand’s Constitutional 
Court has accepted a 
petition from members of 
the country’s outgoing 
Senate to begin an ethics 
probe against the prime 
minister. If eventually 
found guilty, Prime 
Minister Srettha Thavisin 
could be ousted. The court 
ruled that Srettha’s 
appointment of Pichit 
Chuenban as minister of 
the Prime Minister’s Office 
violated Section 160 of the 
constitution, which 
requires those in 
ministerial positions to “be 
of evident integrity” and 
bars those who fail to 
comply with ethical 
standards. Pichit was 
jailed in 2008 on 
contempt of court charges

WATER MANAGEMENT: 
CHINESE HELP SOUGHT 
Indonesia has invited China to invest 

in water management and 
development projects, CGTN 

reported. “We signed the 
cooperation in water resources field 
and we hope this will contribute to 
Indonesian society, developing the 

country...,” Hu Yuqiang, president of 
a Chinese water management firm  

was quoted as saying by CGTN
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G7 weighs measures to level 
the field with China on trade 
STRESA

G7 finance ministers on Satur-
day cited “concerns” over Chi-
na’s trade policies, saying they 
would consider steps to “en-
sure a level playing field” for all 
economies, according to a draft 
statement seen by AFP.

“We will continue to monitor 
the potential negative impacts 
of  overcapacity and will con-
sider taking steps to ensure a 
level playing field, in line with 
World Trade Organization 
(WTO) principles,” they said in 
the draft statement after talks 
in Stresa, northern Italy. G7 

ministers cited “progress” in 
finding ways to use profits 
from frozen Russian assets to 
help Ukraine, envisioning a 
concrete proposal to present to 
a leaders’ summit next month.

A search for creative yet le-
gally sound solutions was top 
of  the agenda at the two-day 
Group of  Seven meeting in 
Stresa, northern Italy that 
wrapped up on Saturday, as 
Kyiv continues its urgent ap-
peals for more funds from 
Western allies in its third year 
of  war with Russia.

“We are making progress in 
our discussions on potential 

avenues to bring forward the 
extraordinary profits stem-
ming from immobilised Rus-
sian sovereign assets to the 
benefit of  Ukraine, consistent 
with international law and our 
respective legal systems,” the
ministers said in a draft final 
statement seen by AFP.

 “We call on Israel to take the 
measures to ensure that corre-
spondent banking services be-
tween Israeli and Palestinian 
banks remain in place, so that 
vital transactions and critical 
trade and services continue,” 
read the final statement follow-
ing the talks in Italy. 


