
3 border guards  
killed by gunmen in in restive southeastern 
Iran on Friday, tate-run media reported
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Russia to expel six UK diplomats 
over alleged subversive activities 
Starmer, Biden to weigh Ukraine’s request to use long-range missiles

WASHINGTON

THE Russian authorities accused 
six British diplomats of  spying and 
said they would be expelled, as ten-
sions between Moscow and the West 
grow during an intensified push by 
Ukraine to loosen restrictions on us-
ing weapons provided by the United 
States and Britain to strike Russia.

Russia’s Federal Security Service 
said in an online statement Friday 
that a decision was made to with-
draw their accreditations, and Rus-
sian state television quoted an offi-
cial from the security service known 
as the FSB as saying they would be 
expelled. The move comes as Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer visits Wash-
ington for talks with President Joe 
Biden that will include Ukraine’s re-
quest to use Western-supplied weap-
ons against targets inside Russia.

Prime Minister Starmer said on 
his way to the US that Britain does 
not “seek any conflict with Russia.” 
“Russia started this conflict. Russia 
illegally invaded Ukraine. Russia 
could end this conflict straight away,” 
he told reporters.

“Ukraine has the right to self-de-
fence and we’ve obviously been abso-
lutely fully supportive of  Ukraine’s 
right to self-defense we’re providing 
training capability, as you know. But 
we don’t seek any conflict with Rus-
sia that’s not our intention in the 

slightest,” he said.
The FSB said it received docu-

ments indicating that the diplomats 
were sent to Russia by a division of  
the UK Foreign Office “whose main 
task is to inflict a strategic defeat on 
our country,” and that they were in-
volved in “intelligence-gathering 
and subversive activities.”

Based on these documents and “in 
response to numerous unfriendly 
steps by London,” the Russian For-
eign Ministry withdrew the accredi-
tation of  the diplomats, the FSB 
said, without identifying them. It 
warned that if  other diplomats are 

found to be carrying out “similar ac-
tions,” the agency “will demand ear-
ly termination of  their missions” to 
Russia. Russian state TV said in a re-
port that the six diplomats had met 
with independent media and rights 
groups that have been declared ‘for-
eign agents’  a label the Russian au-
thorities have actively used against 
organizations and individuals criti-
cal of  the Kremlin.

 The British Embassy in Moscow 
did not immediately respond to a re-
quest for comment. There was no im-
mediate comment from Britain’s For-
eign Office. AP

Britain’s Prime Minister Keir  Starmer (right) and Foreign Secretary David Lammy at the British 
ambassador ’s residence in Washington on Friday |  AP

If allies are jointly shooting down missiles and drones in the 
sites of the Middle East, why is there still no similar decision 
to jointly shoot down Russian missiles and (Iranian) 
Shaheds in the skies of Ukraine? They (the West) are afraid 
to even say ‘we are working on it’   - Volodymyr Zelenskyy, Ukrainian president

PUTIN’S WARNING 

Russia has warned that it 
would consider allowing 

such long-range strikes an 
act of war, and Ukraine’s 

Western allies are trying to 
avoid a direct confrontation 

with Russia

Israeli forces withdraw from 
West Bank’s Tubas

TUBAS

THE families of  Palestinians who were killed in an 
air strike in the occupied West Bank city of  Tubas 
held funerals on Friday after Israeli forces with-
drew following their latest raid in the territory.

Violence in the Palestinian territory had already 
soared alongside the nearly 12-month-old war in 
Gaza but in late August Israel began large-scale 
raids that residents say marked an escalation.

A military statement on Friday said Israeli forces 
had “conducted a 48-hour counter-terrorism opera-
tion” in the areas of  Tubas, Tamun and Faraa, kill-
ing “five armed terrorists” in an air strike and a 
sixth in “exchanges of  fire” with “a terrorist that 
hurled explosive devices”.

Major Israeli operations in the West Bank are 
sometimes occurring “at a scale not witnessed in 
the last two decades,” the UN human rights chief  
said. 

The four men buried in Tubas on Friday were 
killed in the air strike, which the Palestine Red 
Crescent Society said occurred at dawn on Wednes-
day. AFP

SEOUL

NORTH Korea released images 
of  its uranium enrichment facil-
ity for the first time on Friday, 
showing leader Kim Jong Un 
touring it as he called for more 
centrifuges to boost his nuclear 
arsenal. The country, which con-
ducted its first nuclear test in 
2006 and is under rafts of  UN 
sanctions for its banned weap-
ons programmes, has never pub-
licly disclosed details of  its ura-
nium enrichment facility.

Such facilities produce high-
ly enriched uranium — which 
is needed to produce nuclear 
warheads — by spinning the 
fissile material in centrifuges 
at high speeds. Kim toured the 
Nuclear Weapons Institute and 
the “production base of  weap-
on-grade nuclear materials,” 
the official Korean Central 
News Agency reported, with-
out giving the location of  the 
facility or the date of  the visit. 

Kim “stressed the need to 
further augment the number of  
centrifuges in order to expo-
nentially increase the nuclear 
weapons for self-defence,” state 
media reported.  AFP

North Korea 
releases its nuke  
enrichment 
facility’s images 

Gunmen kill 14 in Afghan Shia area
KABUL 

GUNMEN killed 14 people in a Shia-
majority area in central Afghanistan, 
the Taliban said on Friday, in one of  the 
deadliest attacks in the country this 
year. Six other people were wounded in 
the assault.

The Islamic State group claimed re-

sponsibility before the Taliban ac-
knowledged the shootings, which took 
place on Thursday and targeted  
Hazara Shiite people as they travelled 
between the provinces of  Ghor and 
Daikundi.

A machine gun was used in the as-
sault, the IS group said. It gave a higher 
death toll than the Taliban. PTI
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