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The Cochin Devaswom
Board (CDB) in a report
submitted to the Kerala
High Court on Tuesday
highlighted its suspicions
that representatives of the
Thiruvambadi Devaswom
must have aided the e�orts
by certain political parties
to in�uence the Lok Sabha
elections.

The alleged interference
includes disrupting the
Pooram by involving indi-
viduals who had no con-
nection to the festival or
the Thiruvambadi Devas-
wom in discussions. 

The involvement of a
few Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leaders had further
strengthened these suspi-
cions. Adding to the con-
troversy, Thrissur MP Su-
resh Gopi openly
intervened in the issue.
Despite it being a no-tra�c
zone, he broke the law by
using a Sevabharathi am-
bulance, allegedly to pro-
voke anger and further his
electoral interests. He also
spread false information
through channels and so-
cial media, claiming that
the Pooram was in disar-
ray. The board’s report
further states that Mr. Gopi
had spread the news that
issues had been settled fol-
lowing his intervention. 

A glaring example of the
conspiracy is the delay of
the �reworks display,
which was scheduled for 3
p.m. but was postponed
until 7.15 a.m. the next day.

This delay should be
viewed as an unethical
pressure tactic by the Thi-
ruvambadi Devaswom, the
report says.

Moreover, the Thiru-
vambadi Devaswom
agreed to participate in the
�reworks display only on
the condition that all indi-
viduals they nominated be
allowed into the Pooram
ground.

For the �rst time in the
history of the Thrissur Poo-
ram, a festival attended by
lakhs of people, the Poo-
ram was arbitrarily re-
duced to a mere formality
due to the obstinacy of one
of its partner temples. This
led to an unprecedented
delay in the most popular
�reworks display, disap-
pointing thousands of
spectators who had gath-
ered to witness the Poo-
ram, it said. 

It further says that there
would be a chance for con-
�icts and pressure tactics
during the Thrissur Poo-
ram in the coming years. A
high-power committee
should be formed under
the aegis of the Cochin De-
vaswom Board in coordi-
nation with the district ad-
ministration and Thrissur
Corporation to ensure
proper conduct of the Poo-
ram rituals in the future.
The board also sought di-
rection from the High
Court in this regard. The
report was �led in res-
ponse to a batch of peti-
tions about the Pooram
disruption.

CDB: Thiruvambadi
Devaswom aided in
Pooram disruption

The Hindu Bureau

KOCHI

A special investigation
team (SIT) probing the alle-
gations of sexual o�ences
against �lm personalities
in the wake of the K. Hema
Committee report on Tues-
day interrogated Listin Ste-
phen, treasurer of the Ker-
ala Film Producers’
Association, on a petition
�led by a woman produc-
er-actor. 

He was questioned at
the o�ce of the Assistant
Inspector General of the
Coastal police. 

The Central police had
registered a case against
Mr. Stephen and eight oth-
er o�ce-bearers of the as-
sociation based on a com-
plaint of inappropriate
behaviour and intimida-
tion of the petitioner dur-
ing a meeting. The other
accused are also likely to
be questioned shortly.

SIT quizzes producers’
association treasurer 
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The Women and Child De-
velopment department
will organise a campaign
from November 25 to De-
cember 10 on the theme
‘Safety, everywhere and al-
ways’ aimed at preventing
violence against women. A
walkathon will be held
from Martyrs’ Column to
Kanakakkunnu at 7 a.m. on
November 25. 

Walkathon 
on women’s
safety
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The Kerala High Court on
Tuesday disposed of a peti-
tion �led by BJP leader
Shaun George, who alleged
that illegal mining and ex-
ploration of beach sand
minerals from the Thottap-
pally area of Alappuzha
district and other coastal
regions of Kerala were oc-
curring under the guise of
an order of the Disaster
Management Authority.

The petitioner had al-
leged that mining was hap-
pening every year, under
the guise of the order is-
sued by the government
for cutting open the sand
bar and the removal of
sand at the Thottappally
spillway to alleviate the
�ood risk consequent to
the situation post the 2018
and 2019 Kerala �oods. 

Directive
The order was issued un-
der the Disaster Manage-
ment Act to circumvent the
licence requirements un-
der atomic minerals regu-
lations, ecological impact
clearance, and CRZ clea-
rance for o�shore mining

activities, he contended.
The court directed the

Chief Secretary to examine
the petition and to forward
it to the Secretary of the
department concerned,
who can take a decision by
treating Mr. George’s peti-
tion as a representation. 

Expertise required
The court further stated
that papers published by
the Atomic Energy Regula-
tory Board and the other
documents produced by
the petitioner would indi-
cate, apart from a legal po-
sition, several other as-
pects requiring expertise,
ranging from mining to
atomic energy. 

Considering the nature
of the issues raised and the
petitioner’s lack of exper-
tise, the appropriate action
would be to forward the
petition to the Chief Secre-
tary.

HC disposes of plea
on exploration of
beach sand minerals 
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Court directs Chief
Secretary to examine
plea and to forward
it to the Secretary of
the department
concerned
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