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If someone were to narrate
the story of Identity, direct-
ed by Akhil Paul and Anas
Khan, chances are that
halfway through, the per-
son will get lost in a maze
of complicated side sto-
ries. It need not have been
that way, for at its core,
there is a fairly interesting
and mostly uncomplicated
storyline which holds up
the fi�lm until the interval
point. 

After that, one can wit-
ness the screenwriter be-
ing acted upon by the pres-
sure to keep the audience
guessing. For, by the half-
way point, we almost get
an idea of all the principal
players and there is little
left to uncover. It is at this
point that the tedious work
of the writer begins, build-
ing up elaborate plot lines
for the villain’s true inten-
tions and the hero’s real
identity (which reminds
one of such surprise re-
veals in quite a few other
movies). 

Motives
Quite a bit of these plot
lines are convoluted, twist-
ing themselves against
each other. It would re-
quire immense amounts of
patience to untangle all the
motives of the multiple vil-
lains in the narrative. 

The main plot revolves
around Alisha (Trisha
Krishnan), a key witness to
a crime, whom Karnataka
police offi�cer Allen Jacob
(Vinay Rai) brings to Kerala
as part of a witness protec-
tion programme. Staying
in the same apartment is
Haran Shankar (Tovino
Thomas), a person with
unique capabilities as a
sketch artist, who attempts
to help Alisha uncover the
killer. But a condition relat-
ed to her memory makes
this a tricky aff�air. 

Akhil Paul and Anas
Khan, who previously
made Forensic, have cer-
tainly got better at their
game and scaled up their
ambitions. The bigger bud-
gets at their disposal have
refl�ected in the noticeably
improved production de-
sign and impressively
staged action set pieces.
But beyond the glitter on

the surface, some of the
problems of their previous
outing persist here, espe-
cially with regard to this
constant need to spring
surprises. The fi�lm takes
several convenient turns
without any explanations,
right from a major charac-
ter getting shot and then
appearing unscathed in
the next scene to another
scene where a chartered
fl�ight is shown hurtling to-
wards a sure crash landing
miraculously having a safe
landing. 

Heroic elements
While the heroic elements
were downplayed in Foren-
sic, some parts appear to
be written in Identity just
for highlighting the hero’s
capabilities. Tovino takes
on a stiff� body language as
one of the character’s pe-
culiarities and delivers
what is required. At the

same time, Trisha gets an
under-written character
who has no other dimen-
sions other than the one
related to her memory. But
one of the most interesting
parts of the whole plot was
all the possibilities that her
memory condition throws
up. Mandira Bedi gets a
mostly pointless role,
while Vinay Rai has an ex-
tended meaty one. 

Halfway point
Going by how Identity
panned out in the end, the
fi�lm would have looked
better had it ended on a
high at the halfway point,
rather than labouring its
way through all the convo-
luted subplots. A tighter
narrative would have made
it a slick actioner.

Identity is currently run-
ning in Cinemas.

S.R. Praveen

Thriller gets lost in a convoluted plot line
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FILM REVIEW
Identity
(Malayalam)
Starring: Tovino
Thomas, Trisha
Krishnan, Vinay Rai,
Shammi Thilakan,
Arjun Radhakrishnan,
Vishak Nair, Archana
Kavi, Mandira Bedi 
Direction: Akhil Paul
and Anas Khan 

An air show by Indian Air
Force will be one of the
major highlights of the
fourth edition of the two-
day Beypore International
Water Fest, which will un-
der way at Marina Beach at
Beypore on January 4.

The air show will be
held on the inaugural day
of the event from 3 p.m. to
4 p.m., off�ering a visual
treat to people thronging
the ancient port town to
see and cheer a wide range
of water sporting and cul-
tural programmes.

Tourism Minister P.A.
Mohamed Riyas would in-
augurate the festival, a
press release said.

A fi�rst
This is the fi�rst time that an
air show is being held as
part of the annual event
conducted by the Depart-
ment of Tourism. The trial
run and primary inspec-
tion for the air show will be
conducted on January 2
and 3 at 3 pm.

The competitions as
part of the event will com-
mence on the opening day
at 8 am. The Beypore Inter-
national Water Fest will be
held across the scenic ve-
nues of Beypore, Chaliyam
and Nallur in Kozhikode. 

Air show to
add zest to
Beypore fest 
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The New Year revelry in Er-
nakulam district conclud-
ed late on Thursday even-
ing with the much-awaited
Cochin Carnival rally being
taken out from the Veli
Ground to the Parade
Ground which is located

right in the heart of the
Fort Kochi heritage zone. 

Although slated to be
held on December 31 each
year, the crowd-pulling
event was postponed to Ja-
nuary 2 due to the week-
long mourning following
the death of former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh.
As is the norm each year,

fl�oats depicting an array of
themes, people wearing
fancy dress, dancers and
others participated in the
rally held on the day. A ro-
botic elephant was among
the attractions. Visitors
and people from the city
and West Kochi turned up
in large numbers to wit-
ness the rally .

New Year revelry concludes with
vibrant Cochin Carnival rally
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