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With their glossy green
leaves accented by yellow
stripes, the neatly ar-
ranged �elds of Dracaena
Fragrans Massangeana
have become a de�ning
feature of Kodumon, a vil-
lage nestled in the lower
foothills of the Western
Ghats, these days.

It was just a year ago
that this ornamental plant,
native to tropical Africa,
made its way into the once-
barren farmlands of Kodu-
mon. And what began as
an experimental venture
has now blossomed into a
thriving industry, bringing
signi�cant returns to the
local community.

Maximising earnings
Tapping into the booming
ornamental plant market
both within and beyond
Kerala, the village has now
also set its sights on inter-

national exports to maxi-
mise the earnings of its
growers.

According to A.N. Salim,
chairman of the Kodumon
Farmers Producer Compa-
ny, the initiative took
shape last year when the
collective decided to cultiv-
ate the plant on 11 acres of
unused land.

To kick-start the project,

the company distributed
120 saplings, along with
fertilizer kits, to 29 farmers
free of cost.

“Since rubber price �uc-
tuations have been a con-
cern, this ornamental
plant was introduced as an
intercrop to provide an ad-
ditional source of income.
Today, it has transformed
almost all the barren land

in the panchayat,’’ he
explained.

Massangeana plants
take around 10 to 12
months to mature, requir-
ing a balance of sunlight
and shade for optimal
growth. While special fer-
tilizers are not necessary,
organic nutrients can en-
hance its yield. “Once har-
vested, the leaves are
washed, cleaned, and bun-
dled by farmers before be-
ing handed over to the
company, which then mar-
kets them,” Salim explains.

Easy to maintain
The earnings, though
seemingly modest, are
steady. Each leaf fetches
between ₹1 and ₹1.50, de-
pending on quality. A sin-
gle plant produces a mini-
mum of �ve new plants
annually, and harvesting
can begin as early as the
eighth month. The plant is
also easy to maintain and
can be propagated through

stem cuttings, making it a
sustainable choice for
farmers.

One year on, growers in
Kodumon are over-
whelmed with orders, with
Bengaluru emerging as a
key buyer.

Commenting on the in-
itiative, agriculture o�cer
Renjith Kumar said the
panchayat and Krishi Bha-
van are working on ex-
panding Massangeana cul-
tivation across the region
to further capitalise on
market demand. “Buoyed
by this success, we are also
introducing Heliconia,
another ornamental plant,
into the panchayat’s farm-
ing landscape,’’ he said.

Local body president
K.K. Sreedharan adds that
the administration is fully
backing this “�ori-village”
initiative. “We see this as
an opportunity to explore
new avenues in organised
farming and marketing,’’
he noted.
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Good times: Farmers under the Kodumon Farmer Producer

Company in front of a Dracaena Fragrans Massangeana farm at

Kodumon in Pathanmthitta. LEJU KAMAL

Speculation is mounting
over who will succeed A.V.
Russel as the district secre-
tary of the Communist Par-
ty of India (Marxist) in Kot-
tayam, who passed away
last week.

With the CPI(M) State
conference set to begin on
March 6 in Kollam, the
State secretariat of the par-
ty is expected to take up
the matter at its weekly
meeting on Friday. 

The �nal decision on
the new district secretary
is likely be announced at
the upcoming district com-
mittee meeting scheduled
for March 1. Party State se-
cretary M.V. Govindan is
expected to attend the
meeting.

Among the frontrun-
ners for the position are

district secretariat mem-
bers T.R. Raghunath, who
serves as the district secre-
tary of the CITU, and K.M.
Radhakrishnan, district se-
cretary of the Karshaka
Sangam. The name of par-
ty State committee mem-
ber K. Anilkumar, who was
excluded from the district
committee at the previous
district conference, is also
gaining traction.

“The �nal decision will
be taken by the State secre-
tariat and communicated
to the district leadership,
which will then formally
announce the new secre-
tary,” said a source

Given the signi�cant in-

�uence of Minister V.N. Va-
savan in the selection pro-
cess, Mr. Raghunath and
Mr. Radhakrishnan, both
of whom have close ties
with him, are seen as the
front-runners. However,
Mr. Anilkumar, who main-
tains strong connections
with the State leadership,
remains a viable option. 

Sources, meanwhile,
are also pointing to the
possibility of the leader be-
ing inducted into the dis-
trict committee to �ll the
vacancy left by Russel. Mr.
Anilkumar was elected to
the State committee during
the last party conference
despite not being a repre-
sentative at the event.

Since the next district
secretary will serve a term
of three to six years, the
State leadership is weigh-
ing all factors before taking
the �nal call, they added.

The �nal decision
may be announced at
district committee
meeting on March 1

Speculations are rife over
Russel’s successor as CPI(M)
Kottayam district secretary 
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