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EaseMyTrip partners  
with Sukoon to offer 
premium care services  
for senior citizens

Jim Corbett, Uttarakhand, 
welcomes a 99-key Marriott 
Resort and Spa, perched on 
the banks of Kosi river 
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S R U S H T I  K U L K A R N I

W
HAT better way to ex-
plore the rich history of  
Mumbai’s most fasci-
nating districts than by 
walking through its 
streets? That’s exactly 
what we did with Khaki 
Tours, a group of  pas-
sionate Mumbaikars 

who specialise in uncovering the 
city’s hidden narratives. 
This was not just a walk — 
it was a journey through 
time, one that brought to 
life the grandeur of  Mum-
bai’s first reclaimed busi-
ness district, Ballard Es-
tate. At the turn of  the 
20th century, Mumbai 
stood on the brink of  
transformation. The 
city’s port was expand-
ing rapidly, demanding 
new space for trade and 
commerce. In response, the 
Bombay Port Trust undertook an 
ambitious reclamation project, us-
ing rocks excavated from the con-
struction of  the Alexandra Docks to 
shape what would become Ballard 
Estate. This grand district, built be-
tween 1914 and 1918, was named af-
ter colonel John Archibald Ballard, 
the first chairman of  the Bombay 
Port Trust. Under the guidance of  
Scottish architect George Wittet, the 
estate was envisioned as a slice of  
‘Edwardian London’ in Mumbai. 
George, known for his work on icon-
ic landmarks like the Gateway of  In-
dia and the Prince of  Wales Museum, 
designed Ballard Estate in the ba-
roque revival style, defined by sym-
metry, proportionality and very evi-
dent grandeur. 

Our walk began at the Grand Ho-
tel, a heritage boutique hotel that 
opened its doors in 1922. Designed by 
George himself, this hotel has stood 
as a silent witness to a century of  
Mumbai’s evolution. A short walk 
away lies Karfule, Mumbai’s most 
pristine art deco petrol pump. Es-
tablished in 1938 by Gabriel Seque-
ira, a Goan entrepreneur, Karfule’s 
fascinating design is characterised 
by horizontal banding and arrow 
motifs. Further along, we encoun-
tered the Volkart Building, home to 
the trading firm Volkart Brothers, 
which once played a pivotal role in 
connecting India and Europe’s cot-
ton trade. The building’s window 
grills still bear the company’s insig-
nia — a nod to its past.

Next, we 
stepped into the world of  

art and photography at Hamilton 
Studio, a historic space that once 
launched the careers of  many, in-
cluding Bollywood legend Zeenat 
Aman. Originally a matrimonial 
photography studio owned by Ran-
jit Madhavji, Hamilton Studio later 
became home to the prestigious Pun-
dole Art Gallery and auction house.

At the next turn, we found our-
selves before the Mackinnon Mac-
kenzie Building, once the head-
quarters of  the British India Steam 

Navigation Company. The gran-
deur of  its neoclassical façade, 
complete with towering pil-
lars and a majestic statue of  
Neptune, made it clear why 
this structure has stood the 
test of  time. Nearby, Ballard 
Bunder gate stands as a relic 

of  Mumbai’s maritime histo-
ry. This dockside gatehouse, flanked 
by two cannons, houses a museum 
that tells the tale of  the city’s bygone 
shipping industry. Though closed 
since the pandemic, its occasional 
openings reveal a treasure trove of  
vintage photographs and maritime 
artefacts. Another stop on our tour 
was the World War I Memorial, a 
solemn tribute to the soldiers who 
gave their lives in service. A nearby 
plaque details the Port of  Bombay’s 
crucial role in the war effort. We 
then arrived at New Customs House, 
an architectural marvel built in the 
early 20th century when Bombay’s 
mercantile trade was booming. 
The intricate window designs and 
distinctive pillar-like lamps at its 
entrance, shaped like melting wax 
candles, left us in awe.

A few steps ahead, we came across 
Hague Building, originally known as 
Pathe Building, the Indian headquar-
ters of  the Paris-based film company 
Pathé Freres. Our final stop was Vak-
ils House, a historic printing press 
that played a vital role in shaping In-
dia’s publishing industry. Today, this 
grand structure has been reborn as 
the Mumbai flagship store of  Tilfi, 
the benarasi textiles label. To com-
memorate its opening, Tilfi organ-
ised this heritage walk, culminating 
in a preview of  their new space. The 
space now houses rare handcrafted 
textile art, pieces of  their parliament 
project and intricate benarasi met-
al repoussé sculptures, for a limited 
time, preserving India’s artistic tradi-
tions in a setting that itself is a piece
of  Mumbai’s history. 

For anyone looking to 
experience Mumbai beyond 
the clichés, a heritage walk 
through Ballard Estate is a 

journey well worth taking. And 
the next one with Khaki Tours 
is happening this Saturday — 
BallardBolt. `599 per person. 
March 29, 4.30 pm. At Ballard 

Estate, South Mumbai. 

This heritage walk 
through Ballard Estate 

is a perfect way to 
explore Mumbai’s 
Edwardian legacy

TIMELESS TRAILS

Installations at Tilfi

TRAVEL  DIARY

Gardens by the Bay in 
Singapore will open 
the IMBA Theatre  

in December 2025. This  
space will host immersive 
exhibitions and live 
performances, featuring a 
large black box theatre and 
a gallery. The first show will 
be The Botero Show in 
Singapore, showcasing 
works by Fernando Botero. 
IMBA Theatre will blend 
traditional art with  
several technology-driven 
wholesome experiences.

Popular hospitality 
mogul Sayaji Hotels 
has announced the 

upcoming establishment  
of a new luxury property  
in Omkareshwar, Madhya 
Pradesh. The property  
will act as a luxury retreat 
destination situated on  
the banks of the Narmada, 
with steps taken towards 
eco-conscious efforts. This 
property is also expected  
to focus on wellness and 
sustainability through 
various protocols. 

Singapore’s Gardens by the Bay  
to welcome a theatre soon

Sayaji Hotels and MP Tourism  
announce a new project

S R U S H T I  K U L K A R N I

I
N a significant step to-
wards accessible and in-
clusive travel, Kempe-
gowda International 
Airport has introduced 

India’s first sensory room, 
designed specifically for 
neurodivergent passengers 
and individuals with 
sensory sensitivi-
ties. Located near 
the 080 Interna-
tional Lounge on 
Level 4 of  Termi-
nal 2, the facility is 
a testament to the 
growing recognition of  
the diverse needs of  
travellers.

This development comes 
at a crucial time, as Book-
ing.com’s Travel Predic-
tions 2025 research under-
scores the necessity for 
more sensory-friendly 
travel experiences. Accord-
ing to the findings, 74 per-
cent of  Indian neurodiver-
gent travellers prioritise 
quiet spaces during travel, 
while 77 percent seek ac-
cess to sensory rooms to 
decompress.

 With 79 percent believ-
ing that AI-driven tools 

can improve their jour-
neys, the demand for inclu-
sive infrastructure has 
never been clearer.

Airports can be over-
whelming environments, 
with bright lights, continu-
ous announcements, secu-
rity screenings and bus-
tling crowds — factors that 
can be particularly chal-
lenging for individuals 
with autism spectrum dis-
order, sensory processing 
disorder, anxiety and post-
traumatic stress disorder. 
R e c o g n i s i n g  t h e s e  
challenges, the sensory 

room provides a calm 
and controlled envi-

ronment, ensuring  
a stress-free expe-
rience for neurodi-
vergent travellers.

T h e  s e n s o r y 
room at Bengaluru 

Airport has been devel-
oped in collaboration with 
Incluzza, a leader in dis-
ability inclusion. The 
thoughtfully curated space 
includes multiple ambient 
lighting sources, such as a 
bubble tube, galaxy projec-
tor and LED cubes, to al-
low personalised sensory 
input. 

A visually soothing art 
mural and interactive ele-
ments — including floor 
and wall projections, a ball 
pool and a sensory toy  
station — will definitely 
e n g a g e  c o g n i t i v e 
functions..

HOW TRAVEL SPACES ARE 
ENHANCING EXPERIENCES FOR 

NEURODIVERGENT  
PASSENGERS 

As the travel industry  
continues to evolve, such 

initiatives will be crucial in 
ensuring the needs of all 

passengers are met, making 
journeys smoother...
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Tender Enquiry No. 346/SS-II(D)
Dy. CE/Substation Design/ TS Organization, C-1 Shakti Vihar, PSPCL, 
Patiala Invites E-Tender for Manufacture, Testing, Supply & Delivery 
of 144 nos. 66kV Potential Transformers. For detailed NIT & 
Tender Specification, please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 
27.03.25 (09:00AM onwards).
NOTE: Corrigendum and amendments, if any, will be published online at  

https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
288/C-214/25-3/26/2025 
76155/12/4061/2023/42994


