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U
ncertainty hangs
over the entry of
former Nilambur

legislator P.V. Anvar, who
previously won as an Inde-
pendent candidate backed
by the CPI (M)-led Left De-
mocratic Front, into the
Opposition Congress-led
United Democratic Front
(UDF) and its forging of an
electoral understanding
with him for the upcoming
byelection triggered by his
resignation.

The Congress leader-
ship wanted Mr. Anvar to
either directly join the par-
ty or align with a minor
constituent of the UDF.

However, he appears
hesitant to abruptly sever
ties with the Trinamool
Congress (TMC) where he
holds the post of State con-
vener. 

Moreover, he also does
not want to join the Con-
gress, a move he knows as
a former Congress leader,

would not only be political-
ly detrimental but also di-
minish his bargaining pow-
er within the UDF.

Congress suggestion
Considering the strained
relations between the Con-
gress and the TMC in West
Bengal, the Congress lea-
dership has urged Mr. An-
var to cut his connections
with the TMC, suggesting
he instead join the Com-
munist Marxist Party
(CMP). In fact, Mr. Anvar
was to hold discussions
with CMP general secre-
tary C.P. John here on Fri-
day, but the meeting did
not materialise.

Meanwhile, a high-level
UDF meeting convened in
Kozhikode on Friday wel-
comed Mr. Anvar into its
fold and decided to entrust
the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Assembly, V.D.
Satheesan, with the task of
formulating the modalities
for his inclusion in the al-
liance. The �nal decision
about associating with Mr.

Anvar would be taken after
consulting with the Con-
gress high command, UDF
convener M.M. Hassan said
at a press brie�ng.

Despite this develop-
ment, speculation is also
rife that the TMC national
leadership has given ap-
proval for Mr. Anvar to
contest the byelection,
should he fail to reach an
agreement with the UDF.
Incidentally, Mr. Anvar
welcomed the decision of
the UDF meeting.

Mr. Anvar, elected from
the Nilambur constituency

as an LDF-supported can-
didate in both 2016 and
2021, shot to limelight fol-
lowing allegations he le-
velled against Chief Minis-
ter Pinarayi Vijayan, his
political secretary P. Sasi,
and a team of police o�c-
ers, including Additional
Director General of Police
M.R. Ajit Kumar, six
months ago. However,
Congress leaders now be-
lieve that his in�uence has
faded and may not secure
the electoral gains the par-
ty anticipates in the up-
coming bypolls.

Even so, Mr. Anvar re-
tains pockets of in�uence
in the constituency and his
political moves will be
keenly watched in the by-
polls, in the upcoming lo-
cal body elections this year
and the Assembly elections
in 2026. He established a
new political entity, the
Democratic Movement of
Kerala, which he later
merged with the TMC be-
fore his resignation from
the Assembly. 

Uncertainty continues over
Anvar’s entry into UDF fold
He appears hesitant to sever ties with Trinamool Congress and seems unwilling to join Congress.

High-level UDF meeting tasks Satheesan with framing modalities to include Anvar in the front 
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P.V. Anvar

Several districts expe-
rienced heavy thunder-
storm with lashing rainfall
on Friday, prompting
weather and disaster man-
agement agencies to issue
weather alerts.

In a 5 p.m. Nowcast up-
date, the India Meteorolog-
ical Department (IMD) had
placed Thiruvananthapu-
ram, Kottayam, Idukki, Er-
nakulam, Kannur and Kas-
aragod districts on red
alert (extremely heavy
rainfall) for three hours (up
to 8 p.m. on Friday). The

alerts were scaled down to
orange (isolated heavy to
very heavy rainfall) and
yellow (isolated heavy rain-
fall) in a subsequent 7 p.m.
update.

As per the latest district-
level updates, rainfall is
likely to taper o� over the
weekend, although Patha-

namthitta, Palakkad and
Idukki are likely to receive
isolated heavy rain on May
6.

So far this summer, Ker-
ala has received 32% excess
rainfall over the normal for
the March 1-May 2 period.
Eleven districts, have re-
ported excess rainfall.

Heavy rain lashes several districts 
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A decision was taken to
scrap the contract with a
consortium of Indian and
Chinese �rms for the elec-
tromechanical works of
the 24-MW Bhoothathan-
kettu hydel project on ac-
count of the “irresponsible
and non-cooperative”
stand of the consortium,
according to the Kerala
State Electricity Board
(KSEB).

Attempts were also
made to pressure the pow-
er utility into shelling out
an additional hefty sum for
importing equipment, the
KSEB maintains. 

In April, the KSEB had
issued orders for terminat-

ing the contract with Sree
Saravana Engineering Bha-
vani Ltd. (SSEB), Tamil Na-
du, and Hunan Zhaoyang
Generation Equipment
Company Ltd., China, fol-
lowing an inordinate delay
in the despatch of the third
and �nal consignment of
equipment from China.

Pact in 2015
The KSEB had inked the
agreement for the electro-
mechanical works with the
consortium for ₹81.80
crore in March 2015. Au-
gust 2016 was decided as
the completion date. While
two consignments of elec-
tromechanical equipment
had arrived from China,
the third was delayed.

In August 2024, Hunan

Zhaoyang Generation
Equipment Company Ltd.
informed the KSEB that the
equipment had been sold
to another Chinese �rm,
ChangSha XingYue Electri-
cal and Mechanical Equip-
ment Co. Ltd. This compa-
ny took the stand that they
could import it, but at a
price of $6.5 million (ap-
proximately ₹54 crore).

“Realising it as an at-
tempt to deceive the KSEB,
the KSEB demanded that
steps be taken for complet-

ing the import within 90
days, failing which the the
contract would be can-
celled and the consortium
blacklisted,” the KSEB said.

‘Violation of contract’
Later, Sree Saravana Engi-
neering Bhavani Ltd. in-
formed the KSEB that an
additional ₹9.32 crore
should be allocated in ad-
vance for importing the
equipment. The KSEB
found this unacceptable as
the condition was in viola-
tion of the terms of the
contract.

“Although the work
should have been complet-
ed in August 2016, only
86.61% of it has been com-
pleted nine years after the
deadline,” the KSEB noted.

Pact for Bhoothathankettu project
scrapped due to delay, cost hike: KSEB
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₹81.80-crore contract
with a consortium of
Indian and Chinese
�rms for works on
the hydel project 

Popular Malayalam televi-
sion actor Vishnu Prasad
died at a private hospital in
Kochi on Friday morning.
He was 49. Besides acting
in various television se-
rials, Vishnu had acted in
movies including Kaasi,
Kaiyethum Doorathu, Lion,
Runway, Mampazhakaa-
lam, Ben Johnson, and Lo-
kanathan IAS.

Actor Vishnu
Prasad dead 
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