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I
n the wake of the
growing stray dog me-
nace in Kannur, Minis-

ter for Registration, Mu-
seums, and Archaeology
Kadannappally Ramachan-
dran has announced the
setting up of three shelter
homes—two within the
Kannur Corporation limits
and one in the Canton-
ment area.

The Minister was ad-
dressing the media after a
high-level meeting at the
collectorate attended by of-
�cials of the district pan-
chayat, Corporation, Can-
tonment Board and the

Police, Animal Welfare and
Health departments. The
decision follows mounting
public concern after a
spate of dog bite incidents
reported across the dis-
trict. The move was
prompted by a report of
the Animal Husbandry de-
partment indicating that a
few stray dogs involved in
recent attacks could show
symptoms of rabies within
two weeks, the Minister
said.

Child critical
To prevent a potential ra-
bies outbreak, all stray
dogs within the city limits
will be captured, vaccinat-
ed, and relocated to the

shelter homes. A child bit-
ten by a stray dog at Pay-
yambalam and subse-
quently vaccinated is
reportedly in a critical con-
dition due to rabies.

Veterinary support
The Minister said those
who wished to continue
feeding stray dogs could do
so at the shelter but not on
streets or roadsides. The
Animal Husbandry depart-
ment has been tasked with
capturing, vaccinating,
and sterilising stray dogs,
with trained dog catchers
deployed exclusively with-
in the municipal limits for
a week.

Veterinary support will

be provided by doctors
from the Padiyur Animak
Birth Control centre. The
Cantonment Board chief
executive o�cer (CEO) has
been directed to take steps
to capture aggressive dogs
in the area and shift them
to the shelter. 

District Collector Arun
K. Vijayan will oversee the
operation under the Disas-
ter Management Act.

LDF walks out
Meanwhile, Left Democrat-
ic Front (LDF) representa-
tives walked out of an all-
party meeting convened
by the Corporation to dis-
cuss stray dog menace.
The walkout followed heat-

ed exchanges after United
Democratic Front (UDF)
representatives C. Sameer
and Eramulla came down
on the State government
and the district panchayat
for alleged inaction.

The LDF accused the
Corporation of shifting
blame to the district pan-
chayat without o�ering
any concrete measures to
address stray dog menace.
Mayor Musliah Madathil
chaired the meeting. 

“People are su�ering,
but the Opposition is play-
ing politics,” he said, ad-
ding that the government
and the district panchayat
were trying to avoid res-
ponsibility.

Stray dog menace: three shelter
homes to be set up in Kannur 
Decision follows public outcry after a spate of dog bite incidents reported in the district. To prevent a potential 

rabies outbreak, stray dogs within the city limits will be captured, vaccinated, and relocated to the shelters
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For counting day

Central Industrial Security Force personnel guarding the strong

room at Mar Thoma Higher Secondary School, Chungathara, where

the polled voting machines of the Nilambur Assembly byelection

have been kept. Counting of votes will take place on Monday.

SAKKEER HUSSAIN

The ban on single-use plas-
tics, recently imposed by
the Kerala High Court at
major tourist destinations
as well as weddings, ho-
tels, and eateries, has
raised concerns in the ho-
tel, restaurant and food ca-
tering sectors across the
State over its practicality.

While the ban on plastic
containers and pouches is
regarded as a minor con-
cern, the prohibition on
water bottles with a capac-
ity of less than �ve litres
and soft drink bottles un-
der two litres is being
�agged as the most press-
ing issue.

“No one would buy �ve-
litre water bottles as they
are heavy and di�cult to
carry. While this adversely

a�ects travellers, the ban
could drive some small ea-
teries out of business,” said
G. Jayapal, president, Kera-
la Hotel and Restaurants
Association (KHRA).

The food catering sector
has also expressed con-
cern over the ban. “This
move will not be e�ective
unless the public is proper-
ly educated on plastic
reuse and recycling. There
must also be viable alterna-
tives available in the mar-
ket,” said Badusha Kada-
lundi, patron, All Kerala
Caterers’ Association (AK-
CA). He described the ban
as a crisis for caterers as
small plastic water bottles
were commonly provided
at weddings. 

Welcomes ban
The tourism sector, on the
other hand, has welcomed

the ban, viewing it as an
opportunity to enhance
the industry’s image. “A
hotel with 100 rooms dis-
poses of at least 200 plastic
water bottles a day. We
have already taken steps to
eliminate this waste by
providing glass bottles in
the rooms,” said Sajeer Pa-
dikkal, president, Malabar
Tourism Council (MTC).

“It is cost-e�ective. All
we need is a puri�er,” ad-
ded Rajish Raghavan, se-
cretary, MTC. However, all
the organisations have em-
phasised the need for
proper research and deve-
lopment of alternative pro-
ducts and urged the go-
vernment to actively
promote them. 

Meanwhile, the KHRA is
planning to approach the
court seeking a practical
solution to the issue.

Ban on single-use plastic:
food sector �ags concerns 
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A Division Bench of the
Kerala High Court has
asked the State govern-
ment to �le an a�davit
stating its present stand on
its earlier proposal to enact
a legislation to eradicate
superstitious practices
such as sorcery and black
magic.

The Bench passed the
order recently on a public
interest litigation �led by
the Kerala Yukthivadi Sang-
hom seeking a directive to
the State government to
take a decision on the State
Law Reform Commission’s
recommendation to enact
a law in this regard.

Laws in two States
The petitioner pointed out
that Karnataka and Maha-
rashtra had enacted laws
prohibiting such evil prac-
tices. 

The petitioner alleged
that the State government
was reluctant to take steps
to enact such a piece of le-
gislation despite incidents
of human sacri�ce and oth-
er black magic being re-
ported in the State.

The petition was �led in
the wake of the murder of
two women allegedly as
part of a human sacri�ce at
Elanthoor in Pathanam-
thitta district in 2022.

‘File a�davit’
The Bench noted that
when the petition came up
for hearing in October
2022, State Attorney N. Ma-
noj Kumar had submitted
that the State government
was contemplating legisla-
tion. 

“Let an a�davit be �led
by the senior Secretary of
the department concerned
as to the stand of the State
in respect of the above po-
sition,” the court said.

HC seeks
State’s stance
on proposal
for law against
superstition
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The Kerala State Human
Rights Commission (SHRC)
has taken up a suo motu
case after it was revealed
that a man was wrongly
jailed for 39 days on charg-
es of possessing deer meat,
which forensic tests later
con�rmed to be beef.

In yet another case of
mistaken identity by auth-
orities, Sujesh Kannan, a
native of Chalakudy, was
arrested by Forest depart-
ment o�cials on October 1
last year, accused of selling
wild meat (believed to be
sambar deer). However, a
forensic report later clari-
�ed that the meat was in
fact beef, and not from any
wild animal. 

Commission member V.
Geetha intervened after
media reports brought the
case to light. The Chalaku-
dy Divisional Forest O�cer
has been directed to con-
duct an inquiry and submit
a report within 15 days.

Legal battle
Sujesh, who was working
as a head-load worker at
the time of arrest, was re-
manded in the Irinjalakuda
sub-jail. After a prolonged
legal battle, he was �nally
granted bail by the Kerala
High Court. 

The incident has since
upended his life. “The
meat I gave to someone
else was just beef. But they
arrested me like a criminal.
I was seen as an o�ender
by society. My wife left me

while I was in jail. No one
wants to give me a job. I
now drive an autorick-
shaw, but have to visit the
police station every Satur-
day to sign in. That means I
can’t even work full days,”
Sujesh said.

He now lives with his
two children and elderly
parents. 

“I was pushed to the
brink. At one point, I even
thought of ending my life,”
he added, recounting the
mental trauma he en-
dured. Forced to seek
psychological help, Sujesh
said the false case has shat-
tered his livelihood and
image.

The commission has
stated it will consider
further action after review-
ing the o�cial report.

SHRC intervenes in arrest
for possession of ‘deer meat’ 
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The second edition of the
UST Trivandrum Marath-
on, organised by informa-

tion technology company
UST in collaboration with
NEB Sports, will be held on
October 12 this year. The
event will comprise a full
marathon, half marathon,

10K run and 5K fun run, si-
milar to the previous year’s
event. 

Those interested may
register online via the link
bit.ly/3ZnARUv. .

UST Trivandrum Marathon on Oct. 12
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Friday ar-
rested an accused in the
2013 Kasaragod fake cur-
rency case after securing
his extradition from the
UAE, where he had been in
custody since 2015. 

Moideenabha Ummer
Beary, who was wanted in
four cases, was taken into
custody by an NIA team on
his arrival at the Mumbai
airport from Dubai on Fri-
day. He was subsequently
taken to Kochi and pro-
duced before the NIA Spe-
cial Court, Ernakulam.

The NIA had secured
the revocation of the accu-
sed’s Indian passport and
had also got an Interpol
Red Notice issued against
him in 2013 soon after the
recovery of fake currency
notes from Kasaragod, said
a communication issued
by the agency.

Investigations revealed
that Moideen, a native of
Udupi district in Karnata-
ka, had conspired with the
co-accused to procure
high-quality fake curren-
cies with face value of ₹31
lakh from the UAE. 

Fake currency
case: NIA
arrests
accused 
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