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M
unnar fell silent as
former members
of Pengal Otrumai

– the historic women’s col-
lective of plantation work-
ers – gathered to mourn
the passing of their be-
loved leader, V.S. Achutha-
nandan. It was his unwa-
vering support that had
played a decisive role in
the landmark 2015 strike,
where thousands of wo-
men workers rose against
exploitative practices in
Kerala’s tea plantations. 

On Wednesday many
workers from the tea plan-
tations abstained from du-
ty to attend a memorial
function held in Munnar
town, paying tribute to the
leader whose intervention
had turned their �ght into
a globally recognised
movement for justice and
dignity.

With tears in her eyes,
Lizzy Sunny, the leader of
Pengal Otrumai, recalled
the unforgettable moment
she had shared with the
leader. 

“The strike was a turn-
ing point for us. We were
exhausted, physically and
emotionally. Some party
leaders came only to claim
credit, and we had asked
them to leave. But then, VS

came. He sat with us in the
biting cold, without food
or water. It was only be-
cause of his intervention
that our protest succeed-
ed,” she said.

She noted that while
former Munnar MLA and
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) [CPI(M)] leader S.
Rajendran was protesting
elsewhere, VS chose to
stand �rmly with the work-

ers and never left their
side.

“Many of us skipped
work on Monday ( July 21)
to attend the memorial for
our leader,” Ms. Lizzy said,
her voice breaking. “Our
only sorrow now is that
there is no one like VS left
in Kerala — no one with the
courage and compassion
to stand with us when it
matters the most,” she
remembered.

In September, 2015, the
women plantation workers
under the aegis of Pengal
Otrumai had protested, de-
manding better wages and
working conditions for the
women employees. 

Meanwhile, CP(M) or-
ganised an all-party me-
morial function in Munnar
town on Wednesday even-
ing. According to party
leaders, members from all
political parties and plan-
tation workers attended
the memorial function. 

Munnar and Pengal Otrumai
pay tributes to their comrade

Pengal Otrumai, the womens collective of plantation workers,

leading an agitation in Munnar town in 2015. FILE PHOTO 

Workers from the tea plantations converge in Munnar on Wednesday to mourn the passing 

of V.S. Achuthanandan, whose support had played a decisive role in the landmark strike
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The Flying Squad wing of
the Forest department on
Wednesday detained three
women from Tamil Nadu
over an attempt to sell
rose-ringed parakeets (Psit-
tacula krameri) in Idukki.
According to the Idukki
Flying Squad Divisional
Forest O�cer (DFO) M.G.
Vinod Kumar, three wo-
men arrived early morning
on Wednesday by bus from
Pollachi in Tamil Nadu to
Kattappana carrying the
birds hidden in cages.
They had planned to sell
the birds in the Kamakshi
and Prakash areas near
Kattappana.

The arrested were iden-
ti�ed as Pollachi residents
Jaya Veeran (50), Ilavanchi
Annadurai (45), and Usha
Chandrasekharan (41).

“A total of 139 birds were
found in cages. Six of them
were found dead. They
planned to sell a pair for

₹2,000. Rose-ringed para-
keets are listed under Sche-
dule II of the Wildlife Pro-
tection Act, 1972. Any sale,
hunting, or rearing of
these birds is prohibited
under the Act. O�enders
face imprisonment from
three to seven years and a
�ne of up to ₹1 lakh,” said
Mr. Kumar.

The o�cial further said
that most of the people are
unaware that the rearing of
rose-ringed parakeets is a
prohibited act. “The wo-
men are part of a gang that

sells the birds and purchas-
es them from local bird
catchers in Pollachi,” said
Mr. Kumar. 

According to forest o�-
cials, the birds will be re-
leased in the forest areas of
Idukki district after a
health inspection.

The operation was led
by Flying Squad Range Of-
�cer T. Litesh, Section For-
est O�cer (SFO) Saji Tho-
mas, and Beat Forest
O�cers (BFO) Sreekumar,
Shinoj Mon, Josekutty, and
Rince Antony.

3 T.N. women arrested in
Idukki for attempt to sell
139 rose-ringed parakeets 
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Three women who were arrested with 139 rose-ringed parakeets at

Kattappana in Idukki on Wednesday. 

Poyyu, the college maga-
zine brought out by Go-
vernment Medical College
(GMC), Kottayam, has won
this year’s Basheer Award
instituted by the Bank-
mens Club. Its editor is Aa-
my. The prize carries a me-
mento and a purse of
₹10,000.

The second prize, a me-
mento and a purse of
₹7,500, has gone to Carne-
sia brought out by the Go-
vernment College, Madap-
pally, Vadakara,
Kozhikode. 

Its editor is V.R. Pranav
Mohan. Oli by Farook Col-
lege, Kozhikode, bagged
the third prize carrying a
memento and a purse of
₹5,000. Its editor is Raseen
Muhammad. Swam by Dr.
Moopen’s Medical College,
Wayanad (editor: Mo-
hammed Shohaib Sagheer)
and Koott by College of En-
gineering, Trikaripur (edi-
tor: Arjun P.) have won the
consolation prizes.

Kottayam
GMC wins
Basheer
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