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Festive cheer

Start of celebrations: Devotees participate in the flag-hoisting ceremony to mark the beginning of the Uroos festival at Beemapally Dargah

in Thiruvananthapuram on Saturday. JAYAMOHAN A.

Kerala will not adopt an an-
ti-worker stance while im-
plementing the new La-
bour Codes, Minister for
Labour V. Sivankutty has
said.

Addressing a press con-
ference here on Saturday,
the Minister said the go-
vernment was closely scru-
tinising the four Labour
Codes noti�ed by the Un-
ion government on Friday.
“The State government
will not allow any move
that weakens the State’s la-
bour relations and trade
union rights,” he said.

Simpli�cation of labour

laws should aid creation of
an industry-friendly envi-
ronment. 

They should help im-
prove workers’ living stan-
dards. 

The government would
emphasise better wages,
health security, social se-
curity coverage, and digni-
�ed labour conditions, he
said. 

The Minister said talks
would be held with promi-
nent trade unions and in-
dustry representatives on
framing State rules for the
new Labour Codes.

Provisions would be
made in the rules to ensure
that current or new laws
would not adversely a�ect

labour rights or social se-
curity of the workers in the
State. 

Kareem’s stance

The new labour codes not-
i�ed by the Union govern-
ment are aimed at creating
a “trade union-free at-
mosphere” in the country,
Centre of Indian Trade Un-
ions (CITU) State general
secretary Elamaram Ka-
reem has said. He told the
media here on Saturday
that the new codes, which
were conceived after merg-
ing 28 pre-Independence
and post-Independence
laws, would make collec-
tive bargaining by workers
for their rights a hard task.

“The Centre had put on
hold the noti�cation of
these codes following sti�
opposition by central trade
unions. It looks like the Bi-
har results have boosted
the Union government’s
morale,” Mr. Kareem said.

It could become di�cult
to form trade unions at
workplaces and factories.
Managements would be
left free to “hire” and “�re”
employees at their own
will. The central trade un-
ions are planning to take
out protests across the
country on November 26
in protest the against the
new codes. 

(With inputs from Kozhi-
kode Bureau)
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