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The light festival at the on-
going Vasantholsavam on
the Kanakakkunnu Palace
grounds in the city has
been drawing visitors in
hordes, o�ering an immer-
sive experience by its scale
and grandeur. The festival
of �ower and lights, organ-
ised by the State Tourism
department in association
with the district Tourism
Promotion Council
(DTPC), was opened on
December 24, elevating
the Christmas and New
Year vibe.

Besides seamlessly
blending with the stunning
range of �owers on display

at the show, the lighting
spectacle has many sur-
prises for the visitors.
Greeting the guests at the
entrance is a giant snow
sleigh and arch, striking an
instant resonance with ho-
lidayers. The installation
features an archway com-
prising six reindeer, each
standing to a height of 12 to
15 feet, leading up to a
sleigh positioned on a top
deck, together rising to 50
to 60 feet from the ground
level.

Tunnel of lights
Visitors are then taken
through a tunnel of lights,
an illuminated pathway
providing a unique walk-
through experience.

Another widely appreciat-
ed experience is an electric
forest, a high-tech lighting
zone featuring a lit-up for-
est. Taking the guests
through a futuristic expe-
rience is the space tunnel,
a cosmic-themed light cor-
ridor. Then comes ‘The
Tunnel of Shades’, an in-
stallation intermingled
with light and shadow,
creating a range of visual
patterns.

Located at the main
lawns of the verdant palace
grounds is the crystal for-
est, an installation featur-
ing trees wrapped in con-
trasting pink and blue
lights. An interactive instal-
lation called ‘Light Amaze’
where visitors can navigate

through a glowing laby-
rinth, a windmill called
‘The World of Re�ections’,
a spectacle called ‘Mirror
Garden’ using re�ective
surfaces to multiply the im-
pact of the lighting designs
and the ‘Garden of In�nity’
giving the illusion of an
endless �eld of light are
other the attractions on
the sprawling compound.

Igloo too
More surprises are in store,
including Kaleido-House, a
structure inspired by kalei-
doscopes, o�ering shifting
patterns and colours to
those inside. The show also
has a set of thematic zones
such as the ‘Scandinavian
Christmas’. It features an

igloo, allowing visitors to
experience a realistic
“snow world” in the heart
of the capital city.

The ‘China Town’ is de-
signed as a culturally
themed zone featuring
“The Giant Red Dragon”
and the ‘Pathway of the
Lanterns’. The ‘Flaming
Grounds’, meanwhile, is a
high-intensity lighting in-
stallation mimicking the
movement and glow of
�re. There are also walk-
ways and interactive areas,
two distinct pathways fea-
turing unique lighting
styles to guide visitors
through the di�erent event
zones. Vasantholsavam
and the light festival will
conclude on January 4.

Lights, �owers add zing to year-end festivity as part of Vasantholsavam
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The giant snow sleigh and reindeer installation at the ongoing Vasantholsavam organised by the

Tourism department on the Kanakakkunnu Palace grounds in Thiruvananthapuram. 

Senior Congress leader
and Thiruvanthapuram
MP Shashi Tharoor on Sa-
turday slammed the al-
leged omission of the Kera-
la capital from the 48
major cities’ infrastructure
upgrade announced by the
Ministry of Railways as
part of the ‘Vision 2030’.

In a letter sent to Rail-
way Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw, he said while he
welcomed the Ministry’s
proactive approach to de-
congest India’s urban rail
hubs, he was dismayed to
note the “glaring omis-
sion” of Thiruvananthapu-
ram from this list. The pro-
ject was announced with a
speci�c focus on doubling
the train originating capac-

ity. This exclusion is not
merely a disappointment,
but it appears to be a signif-
icant administrative over-
sight, given the city’s stra-
tegic and operational
prominence within the
Southern Railway net-
work, the MP said.

In the letter, he detailed
the signi�cance of Thiruva-
nanthapuram and said the
city serves as the head-

quarters of the Thiruva-
nanthapuram Railway Di-
vision, one of the six
critical administrative pil-
lars of the Southern Rail-
way, managing an impres-
sive operational span of
625 route km. 

Gateway to southern tip
“To exclude a divisional
headquarters from a ca-
pacity-building exercise of

this magnitude is ba�ing,”
he said adding that the city
serves as the gateway to
the southern tip of the sub-
continent, anchoring a vi-
tal tourism corridor and a
burgeoning IT hub.

Noting that he was
pleased to see neighbour-
ing city Kochi on the list,
he said the absence of the
State capital – which man-
ages the very division un-

der which many of these
trains operate – is an ano-
maly that requires imme-
diate recti�cation.

The logic of “doubling
originating capacity” is
most applicable precisely
where the administrative
machinery and operation-
al demand already exist, as
they do in Thiruvanan-
thapuram, Mr. Tharoor
said.

Tharoor �ays omission of city from ‘Vision 2030’ of Railways
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