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Timings
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

WEDNESDAY, MAR. 18
RISE 06:27 SET 18:33
RISE 05:44 SET 18:01

THURSDAY, MAR. 19
RISE 06:27 SET 18:33
RISE 06:26 SET 18:52

FRIDAY, MAR. 20
RISE 06:26 SET 18:33
RISE 07:10 SET 19:45

0
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify
and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy
themselves about the veracity of an advertise-
ment before responding to any published in
this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the
Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not
vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can the
Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s,
Employees of this newspaper/company be held
responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
for any claims and/or damages for advertise-
ments in this newspaper.

A llaying concerns ov-
er the global lique-
fi�ed petroleum gas

(LPG) shortage triggered
by the ongoing confl�ict in
West Asia, the State go-
vernment has assured that
Kerala has suffi�cient cook-
ing gas stocks to meet dom-
estic demand.

According to Statewide
LPG stock data released by
the Food and Civil Supplies
Department (based on
opening stock fi�gures for
Tuesday), the current
domestic stock stands at
22,064.9 metric tonnes
(MT), while non-domestic
stock is 1,601.9 MT and
transit stock totals 1,487.6
MT.

Offi�cials stated that the
available domestic stock
alone would last for more

than six days, with uninter-
rupted replenishment ex-
pected to continue. The
supply lines remain stable
and there is no immediate
cause for concern regard-
ing LPG availability.

Kerala currently serves
98.45 lakh domestic LPG
consumers. This includes
20.46 lakh single-bottle
connection (SBC) users
and 77.99 lakh double-bot-
tle connection (DBC) users
across the three state-
owned oil marketing com-
panies—Indian Oil Corpo-
ration Ltd. (IOC), Bharat
Petroleum Corporation
Ltd. (BPCL), and Hindus-
tan Petroleum Corporation
Ltd. (HPCL).

As of February 26, the
State’s average daily LPG
consumption was record-
ed at 2,985 MT for domes-
tic use and 753 MT for non-
domestic purposes.

Bottling plants across
Kerala collectively hold
19,847.7 MT of LPG stock.
In addition, retail distribu-
tors currently maintain
3,366.2 MT of domestic
LPG and 452.9 MT of non-
domestic stock. Among
bottling facilities, the Kochi
plant operated by BPCL
has the highest domestic
LPG stock availability of
10,961 MT.

Continuous monitoring
The State’s LPG stock is be-
ing continuously moni-
tored as part of a policy fra-
mework to regulate
cooking gas supply in or-
der to ensure uninterrupt-
ed supply, prevent misuse,
and prioritise essential
services.

The guidelines were fi�-
nalised during a recent
high-level review con-
vened by the Chief Minis-

ter with representatives of
oil marketing companies.
A multi-tiered monitoring
system, involving a State
Crisis Management Com-
mittee, chaired by the
Chief Secretary, has come
into being. The panel will
oversee the overall LPG
supply situation and guide
allocation strategies.

Nodal agency
At the operational level,
the Civil Supplies and Con-
sumer Aff�airs Department
has been designated as the
nodal agency. The Com-
missioner of Civil Supplies
and Consumer Aff�airs will
function as the State Nodal
Offi�cer, supported by an
Emergency Response Cell
and a real-time LPG moni-
toring dashboard to track
availability and distribu-
tion across districts. Daily
reports on supply status

will be submitted to the
government.

District-level commit-
tees, headed by District
Collectors, will also play a
crucial role in managing lo-
cal distribution. These pa-
nels are tasked with moni-
toring stock levels,
addressing refi�ll delays,
coordinating with bottling
plants, and ensuring sup-
ply to priority sectors such
as hospitals, educational
institutions, and communi-
ty kitchens.

The government has di-
rected district authorities
to maintain adequate stock
levels, including a mini-
mum reserve of commer-
cial LPG cylinders for
priority distribution. Dur-
ing supply constraints,
non-domestic LPG distri-
bution will be capped at
around 20% of average dai-
ly consumption.

No LPG shortage in State, says govt.
Offi�cials say that the supply lines remain stable and there is no immediate cause for concern; a multi-tiered 
monitoring system will oversee the overall LPG supply situation and guide allocation strategies in the State
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The Kerala State Film Poli-
cy, approved by the State
Cabinet last week, recom-
mends recognition of cine-
ma as an industry and puts
forward several steps to
ensure gender justice as
well as for the sustained
growth of the industry, ar-
tistically and economically.

The formulation of a
fi�lm policy was one of the
recommendations of the
Justice K. Hema
Committee.

Gender equality
As part of measures to en-
sure gender equality, all
committees should have
30% representation for
women, says a fi�lm policy
recommendation. Film
promotion events, stage
shows, and fi�lm awards
functions will be brought
under the defi�nition of a
workplace related to the
fi�lm industry. All fi�lm pro-
duction units should have
an Internal Committee as
per the Sexual Harassment
of Women at Workplace
(Prevention, Prohibition
and Redressal) Act, 2013.

The government will
formulate a ‘Model Em-
ployment Contract’ which
stipulates the working

hours, overtime minimum
wages, maternity leave and
the basic facilities required
at shooting locations, with
every fi�lm producer re-
quired to mandatorily adh-
ere to it.

All those who are em-
ployed in the industry, in-
cluding junior artistes and
drivers, are to be regis-
tered in a centralised on-
line system so that they
can be included in various
social security measures.
Grievance redressal me-
chanisms will be put in
place to address sexual ha-
rassment at workplace and
labour issues.

The policy recommends
recognition of Malayalam
cinema as an industry. The
government should form a
fi�lm development fund for
various promotional and
welfare activities for the
industry.

With the Kerala State
Film Development Corpo-
ration (KSFDC) as a nodal
fi�nancing agency, aid can
be provided to producers
to avail loans at lower inter-
est rates from banks and
other fi�nancial institutions.
New sources of funds such
as a virtual capital fund
with private partnership
and crowdsourcing to pro-
mote the making of social-
ly relevant cinema can be

tapped. Reforms are sug-
gested in the subsidy struc-
ture for fi�lms. In the gener-
al subsidy scheme, 20%
can be set aside for women
fi�lmmakers who satisfy
norms, 10% for children’s
fi�lms and 10% for transgen-
der-diff�erently-abled
categories.

The government will
consider doing away with
entertainment tax on fi�lm
tickets after discussions
with the local self govern-
ment department and the
GST council to avoid the is-
sue of double taxation
raised by fi�lm organisa-
tions. Reduction in power
tariff�s for theatres will also
be considered. A central-
ised e-ticketing platform
will be set up with smart
cards similar to digital wal-
lets for cinema theatres.

The policy recommends
the formation of a State
Film Development Council
headed by the Chief Minis-
ter, which will function as
an apex body overseeing
all the developmental ac-
tivities in the sector.

A single window system
will be implemented for
various clearances from
government agencies for
fi�lm production. Incentives
will be provided for fi�lms
from other languages
which are shot in Kerala.

State fi�lm policy moots
industry status for cinema
S.R. Praveen
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Former KPCC general se-
cretary M.J. Job, who had
quit the Congress over its
decision to support former
CPI(M) leader G. Sudhaka-
ran in the Ambalapuzha
constituency, joined the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Tuesday. 

B. Jayakumar, former
State secretary of the Na-
tionalist Congress Party
(NCP) and former director
of Kerala State Welfare Cor-
poration for Forward Com-
munities, also joined the
BJP. Other leaders to join
include Athira Anilkumar,
who contested as the UDF
candidate from Chennitha-
la in the local body elec-
tions recently, Congress Se-
va Dal Palakkad district
vice-president Pranesh Ra-
jendran and 40 others.

Former KPCC
general
secretary M.J.
Job joins BJP
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